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The word ‘gate’ turns up 
in lots of places, from 
city gates to gatecrasher, 
but in a phrase like 
‘the gates of Heaven’ we 
see that a gate is also 
a symbol of transition 
from one world to 
another. City gates are 
an opening in the walls 
that enclose a city; the 
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walled city is a world 
within a world. The 
earliest gardens were 
simply a piece of 
landscape partitioned 
from the rest and 
managed to suit the 
owner. Here, within the 
wilder, wider landscape, 
the span of the garden 
was staked out. Literally, 
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in fact: wooden stakes 
were used to make a 
fence around the garden 
to keep animals out.
The enclosed and 
sheltered garden is a 
symbol of Paradise. The 
word ‘paradise’ comes 
from the ancient Persian 
word ‘pairidizia’, which 
means ‘walled garden’. 
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A garden gate is a 
passage through the 
fence and an opening 
into Paradise. The gate 
is as much the passage 
into another world as 
it is its announcement. 
The gate asks to be 
passed and welcomes 
you into another world.
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The great English 
landscaped parks of the 
18th century had 
fantastic structures 
along the perimeter of 
the grounds of the 
House which owned 
them, structures which 
often call to mind the 
triumphal arches of the 
Romans or the ruins of 
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an earlier fortified city. 
Of course, a heavy stone 
gate in the middle of 
nowhere, and often miles 
from the House itself, is 
actually there to remind 
you that you are about 
to set foot in the far-
reaching domain of the 
House’s owner. The gate 
fixes the territory: it 
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fixes an ‘inside the gate’ 
and an ‘outside the 
gate’.
Early Dutch Estates also 
had a gate that both 
bordered the grounds 
and had something to 
say about the special 
world that you were 
about to enter. Twin 
double pillars, for 
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example, refer to the 
classical Pillars of 
Hercules at Gibraltar 
that framed the nautical 
passage from the 
Mediterranean to the 
Atlantic Ocean. Hercules 
is also the guardian of 
the garden of the 
Hesperides - another 
paradise. Such gates 
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therefore acquire a rich 
symbolism and tell a 
story. They become 
‘architecture parlante’.
The bridge, too, shares 
the function of gate and 
of rite of passage. While 
the drawbridges of 
castles and city gates 
had a protective 
function, the expression 
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‘to build a bridge 
between two worlds’ is a 
telling one. 

In Haverleij Park, each 
castle has its own 
avenue and gate. The 
gates stand at the start 
of the avenue. Travelling 
along the main access 
road through the park, 
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these gates succeed 
each other like a string 
of beads. Each gate is 
different. Each gate 
announces a world 
beyond. The many gates 
tell you something about 
the many worlds behind 
them. The avenue starts 
at the gate; the visitor is 
invited through the gate 
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and into a new world. 
And in the gate itself 
one can recognise the 
language of the castle to 
which the avenue leads.
Together, the passage 
through the gate and the 
journey down the avenue 
form the ingredients for 
a daily ritual: a voyage to 
another world. 
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